The case is described of a female patient who has had 3 separate episodes of erythema nodosum, hilar lymphadenopathy and pulmonary infiltration due to sarcoidosis over 20 years, with complete remissions in between. This has not been reported before and it raises questions about the aetiology of sarcoidosis.
Introduction
Erythema nodosum (EN) is usually associated with an acute form of sarcoidosis. Although EN sometimes reappears a few months after initial presentation (James, 1961) (Scadding, 1967) . The patient's chest X-ray during one of the attacks of EN showed slight BHL. Although relapse of sarcoidosis whilst reducing steroid therapy is well recognized, recurrence of pulmonary sarcoidosis after spontaneous clearing is extremely rare with only 3 other reported cases (Lim, 1961; Szadding, 1967; Symmons and Woods, 1980) . EN occurs in up to one third of patients with sarcoidosis, the incidence varying from country to country, and is associated with a good prognosis. EN associated with sarcoidosis most commonly affects women of child-bearing age and its appearance after the age of 50 years, as it did twice in the present patient, is unusual (Scadding, 1967) . The stimulus to the development of sarcoidosis is not known. Circulating free immune complexes appear in the serum during the early stages of EN and sarcoidosis (Verrier Jones et al., 1976) , perhaps reflecting an unidentified antigen challenge or an intrinsic immune abnormality. However, it was not possible to identify any precipitating factor for the occurrence on 3 occasions of EN and pulmonary sarcoidosis in the present patient.
